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ay F we are to believe, univerfally, that 









PIAGO 
| virtue yams anny to nage, 
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See} 

ONG eae is very erroneous opinions off the peo- 
ees BESO ple we converfe with; as every 
_ melancholy face will appear to be produced by a bad 


heart, and every chearful face by a good one. But it 





will be no difcouragement to virtue to fay, that the re- 
_verfe of this is much oftener the cafe ; nay, fo obftinate 
am I in this opinion, that I feldom fee a countenance of 
fincere and fettled grief, without conclading # it to be the 


effect of fome eminent degree of virtue. 
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Ir ficknefs and bodily pain were, indeed, all the 
misfortunes incident to our natures, it might be faid, 
with fome colour of truth, that virtue was generally its 
own immediate reward; as every one will allow, that 
temperance and abftemiou{nefs lead more directly to 
health and eafe than riot and debauchery. But while 
we have affections that fteal us from our own happineds, 
to involve us in the mifery of thofe about us, they 
who have the beft hearts, will be ofteneft made uneafy. 

T 4 § good man confiders the whole hutaan race as 
his own family ; and as fuch a perfon, in a world like 
this, is liable to more difappointments than one who has 
only hinifelf to care for, his troubles and mortifications 
will affuredly be greater. 

T ux friends of virtue fhould therefore be cautious of 
promifing what they are not fure will be performed ; left 
by a failure in the end, they bring difcredit upon the 
means. It will be always fufficient to fay of virtue, that 
its reward is certain, while it can be faid of that reward, 
that it is happinefs eternal. 

T ue following allegory, which is a literal tranfla~ 
tion from the fame old Spanifh author, from whom 
the ftory of Gonzales de Caftro in my firft paper was 
taken, fuppofes the good man to be unhappy upon earth, 
only becaufe his goodnefs is imperfect. I infert it here 
(though not exactly applicable to my fubjeét) as the 
moft inftru€tive entertainment I am able to give my 
readers at this feafon. 

Ir the ladies fhould happen to conceive any diflike to 
fome little feverities in it, they are defired to take notice 
that the author was a Spaniard, and that he wrote at a 
time, when it appears by the concurrent teftimony of all 
hiftorians, that the fex was not abfolutely without fault. 
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Juprrer, when he made Man, brought with him 
from heaven.a nymph called Fexicra, or Happinefs, to 
be his companion. The better to engage them to each 
other, he furnifhed Man with thofe Paifions and Affecti- 
ons which were to feed the mind with perpetual withes, 
with a guide called Reafon to reftrain their violence ; and 
to the Nymph he gave immortal beauty, together with a 
certain degree of coynefs, which is always fure to engage 
purfuic, and endear poffeffion. 

Bu T as if fome other power had a raalicious defign 
to fet this pair at variance, notwithftanding the feeming 
defire of Jupiter to unite them, Fexicia became infen- 
fible to every thing but virtue, while the Paffions of Man 
generally hurried him to a purfuit of her by the means 
of vice. With this difference in their natures, it wag 
impoffible for them to agree ; and in a fhort time they 
became almoft ftrangers to each other. Reafon would 
have gone over to the fide of Fericra, but fome One of 
the Paffions always oppofed him; for, what was almoft 
incredible, though Reafon was a fufficient match for the 
whole body of Paffions united, he was fure to be fub- 
dued, if fingly encountered. 

Jurrrer laughed at the folly of Man, and gave him 
Woman. But as her frame was too delicately compofed 
to endure the perpetual ftrife of Reafon and the Paffions, 
he confined the former to Man, and gave up Woman to 
the government of the Jatter without controul. 

FexiciA, upon this new creation, grew again ac- 
quainted with Man. She made him a vilit of a moithy 
and at his entreaty would have fettled with him forevery 
if the jealoufy of Woman had not driven her from his 
roof. 
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- F roo this time the Nymph has led a wandring life, 
without any fettled habitation. As the world grew 
peopled, fhe paid her vifits to every corner of it; but 
though millions pretended love to her, not a fingle mor- 
tal had conftancy to deferve her. Ceremony drove 
her from court, avarice from the city, and want from 
the cottage. Her delight, however, was in the laft of 
thefe places, and there it was that fhe was moft frequently. 
to be found. | 
JupiTerR faw with pity the wandrings of Fexicra, 

and in a fortunate hour caufed a mortal to be born, 
whofe name was Bonario, or Goodnefs. He endowed 
him with all the graces of mind and body; and at an 
age when the foul becomes fenfible of defires, he 
breathed into him a paffion for the beautiful Fericra. 
Bonario had frequently feen her in his early vifits to 
‘Wifdom and Devotion ; but as lightnefs of belief and 
an over-fondnefs for’ mankind were failings infeparable 
to him, he often fuftered himfelf to be led aftray from 
FELiciA, till Reflection, the common friend of both, 
would fet him right, and reconduét-him to her com- 
pany. | 

- Tuoucu Feticia was a virgin of fome thoufand 
years old, her coynefs was rather found to increafe 
‘than to diminith. This, perhaps, to mortal old maids 
“may be matter of wonder; but the true reafon was, 
that the beauty of Fexicia was incapable of decay. 
From hence it was, that the ficklenefs of Bonarto made 
‘her lefs and lefs eafy of accefs. Yet fuch was his frailty, 
‘that he continually fuffered himfelf to be enticed from 
her, till at laft fhe totally withdrew herfelf. Reflection 
now came only to upbraid him. Her words, however, 
were of fervice, as by fhewing him how he had loft 
FELICIA, 
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Fexici, they gave him hopes that a contrary behaviour 
might, in time, regain her. . 

Tue lofs of happinefs inftruéts us how to value it. 
And now it was that Bonario began in earneft. to love 
F ELICIA, and to devote his whole time to a purfuit of 
her. He enquired for her among the Great, but they 
knew her not. He bribed the Poor for intelligence, but 
they were ftrangers to her. He fought her of Know- 
ledge, but fhe was ignorant of her; of Pleafure, but 
fhe mifs-led him. ‘Temperance knew only the path fhe 
had taken; Virtue had feen her upon the way; but 
Religion affured him of her retreat, and fent Conftancy 
to conduct him to her. | 

Ir was in a village far from town that Bonario 
again faw his Fericra ; and here he was in hopee of 
poffeffing her for ever. The coynefs with which fhe 
treated him in his days of folly, time and the amend- 
ment it had wrought in him, began to foften. He paffed 
whole days in her fociety, and was rarely denied accefs 
to her, but when Paffion had mifguided him. 

Fexicra lived in this retreat, with the daughter of a 
fimple villager called Innocence. To this amiable ruffic 
did Bonario apply for interceflion, upon every new 
offence againft Frricia; but too impatient of delay, 
and out of humour with his advocate, he renewed his 
acquaintance with a court-lady called Vice, who was 
there upon a vifit, and engaged her to follicit for him. 
This bchaviour fo enraged Frvicia, that fhe again 
withdrew herfelf ; and in the warmth of her refentment, 
fent up a petition to Jupiter, to be recalled to heaven. 

JurireR, upon this petition, called a council of the 
gods; in which it was decreed, that while Bonario 
continued upon earth, Fexicra fhould not totally de- 
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part frpm it; but as the nature of Bonarro was fickle 
and imperfect, his admiffion to her fociety fhould be 
only occafional and tranfient. ‘That their nuptials fhould 
be deferred till the nature of Bonario fhould be changed 
by death, and that afterwards they fhould be infeparably 
united in the regions of immortality. 
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